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Winteringham Parish Council 

 

Winteringham News Web Site Closure 

 
 

Winteringham Parish Council regrets to announce that the Winteringham News web site that has 

been managed by John Kirk over the past 14 years has now closed. We have received the following 

statement from John regarding this: 

 

“Hi, 

 

For the last 14 years, I have been running about 15 websites for Winteringham, and organisations 

within it. I have paid all of the costs myself, so that no-one has to pay (good!), see paid-for 

adverts(good!) nor even pay for them through their Council tax(good!). 

 

Unfortunately, as the history website grew to 641 pages, this gave me sleepness nights, because as 

soon as I fell under the proverbial Clapham Omnibus(bad!) my payments to the hosting company 

would stop(bad!) and they would immediately, and irretrievably remove all access to the sites (very 

bad!) and all the work contributed by people from all over the globe would be lost forever. 

 

A few years ago, the British Library provided the solution. They were looking to preserve websites 

that fitted their criteria. Happily, the history site was just the sort of thing they were looking for, and 

since then they have regularly crawled the site, and kept it so that it (and ALL the sites that it links 

to) are available to the public. 

 

Here’s how to find it … 

 

1. Google “British Library Web Archive” it should come to the top of the Google list (It’s at 

this address – but you’ll lose this. So remember how to find it!) 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-guides/uk-web-archive 

2. In the first column of the BL site, you see in red “UK web archive” Click on that 

3. There is a search box in the first column of the page. Type in “Winteringham” (or something 

more specific and choose what you wish to see! NB You will see at the top of the page that 

you are offered the sites on various dates. Choose the latest. 

 

Hope that helps. As I said, nothing lost – forever! 

 

John” 

 

The Parish Council would like to sincerely thank John for the sterling work that he has undertaken 

in supporting the village over all of these years. 

 

The sudden loss of these community web sites will be very disruptive for a period until these 

facilities can be reproduced on another site. To start this reconstruction process the new Village Hall 

web site (http://www.winteringhamvh.btck.co.uk) will provide web pages FREE of charge for other 

community groups that want their own page setting up under their “Communities” section. 

Similarly, there is a “Business Forum” section that local businesses may use to provide information 

about their services. 

 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-guides/uk-web-archive
http://www.winteringhamvh.btck.co.uk/
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In addition Wintereringham Residents do have an active social media group established on 

Facebook for local village news and this can be found at: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/227842917395144 

 

The Parish Council’s own web site may be found at: 

 

http://www.winteringham-pc.gov.uk 

 

The Parish council does not own or maintain the former Winteringham News web site 

(http://www.winteringham.org.uk) but its loss to the community is unfortunate as it proved to be a 

very useful site for this community.  

 

For the future, we will try to reproduce, at least, some of the features and facilities that were 

available on this site. In addition, we are also consulting you about the role of the new SharePoint 

collaboration service that we are introducing now – see our consultation document for the details 

about this service. If you have any comments or suggestions to make on the content of a revised site 

for the village then please contact me at: 

 

stephen.foston@winteringham-pc.gov.uk 

 

15th. September 2017 
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