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Winteringham Parish Council 

 

Promoting Rural Tourism 

 
 

This is a discussion document outlining some options that the Parish could adopt to help promote 

tourism within the village. There is the potential for some funding for the village via applications to 

both the EU Leader and Growth funds. Currently there is funding available for the Lincolnshire area 

of £7.1m that must be spent by 2020 irrespective of the decision for the UK to withdraw from the 

EU by 2019. The EU Leader fund is more commercially based and offers smaller grant funding (up 

to £40K) and the growth fund offers grants up to £170 (approximately – depending on the £ and 

Euro exchange rate). There are various funding streams that may be applied for and the streams that 

appear to be most relevant for parish organisations to pursue are Priority Stream 3 – Promoting 

Rural Tourism, Priority Stream 4 – Provision of Rural Services and Priority Stream 5 – Support for 

cultural and heritage activity. It is anticipated that a main bid will be prepared around Priority 3 

(Rural Tourism) with two further bids being pursued for Priority 4 (Services) and Priority 5 

(Culture) lending support to the main Priority 3 theme. As mentioned above the EU Leader fund is 

more commercially based so as well as the community organisation bids mentioned in this 

document, the fund is available for applications for commercial projects from rural businesses such 

as farms, woodland management, diversification, providing accommodation, etc. If local businesses 

wish to pursue their own bids, please contact me about this and I would be pleased to assist them in 

the preparation of these bids. 

 

Overall, the village does already provide some opportunities for rural tourism – there are (at least) 3 

businesses providing small scale accommodation sited within the village [The Bay Horse, 

Winteringham Fields & Keviki Camp Site] and, in general, there is a lack of other tourist 

accommodation within our part of North Lincolnshire so further improvements in this provision 

would be welcomed.  

 

The village has many parish paths too that numerous walkers take the opportunity to discover. In 

addition, the Village Hall and the other venues within the village (Chapel Barn, the Humber Yawl 

club, All Saints Church) do host both community and Festival events that provide interest for both 

residents and visitors to the village. 

 

This document is an attempt to put forward some ideas about both some short and longer-term 

improvements that could be pursued to help facilitate tourism within the parish. Please do feel to 

comment, criticise what is being proposed and put forward your own ideas about what you would 

like to see for the village. The initial funding applications are likely to be pursued by separate 

organisations within the parish – the main one (Priority 3) as will be explained below, is likely to be 

submitted by the Village Hall which due to its charitable status it is qualified to make a bid. The 

Priority 4 funding may be pursued by Winteringham Parish Council as a public authority and the 

Priority 5 funding could be submitted by the Festival committee (probably as a CIC [Community 

Interest Company]). All the separate funding bids will be coordinated to comply with an overall and 

overarching business plan designed to improve the tourism opportunities that may offered by the 

village. 

 

Short Term Improvements 

 

A Parish Council sub-committee has now been established to improve the Parish Paths; this will 
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look at improvements to the signage of the paths, any repairs that need to be undertaken to the 

fabric of the paths and the maintenance schedule for the cutting of the paths, etc. The sub-

committee will also consider whether there is an opportunity to introduce bridleways to the parish 

too – although this is likely to be a longer-term initiative. 

 

The Parish Council is trying to improve some of the fabric of the village (i.e. the Shop bank [which 

is crumbling], the ‘old’ telephone box [which will be refurbished shortly], the parish pump, etc.) 

and this will help beautify the village and make it more attractive to the area’s visitors. There has 

also been a substantial amount of work completed by volunteers to the Nature Area within Silver 

Street to improve the planting and look of the area. The benefits of this work should start to become 

apparent in 2018 [The Parish Council would sincerely like to thank all the volunteers for the work 

they have undertaken]. Additional refurbishments are also being pursued now to the Children’s Play 

area and sports facilities within the village.  

 

The Village Hall committee has made many improvements to the fabric of the building too (i.e. a 

new roof, redecorations, etc.) and new equipment (i.e. stage, chairs & tables) and facilities (WIFI & 

broadband installed, a web site with an inclusive on-line booking system) over the last year. Further 

funding bids have been submitted to install a large “cinema” style screen and, shortly, a bid will be 

prepared to install a catering kitchen into the Hall. In addition, the Hall’s security regime is being 

improved with the installation of a CCTV system to cover the Hall, adjoining car park and play 

areas. Once the catering kitchen is installed then the necessary licenses can be applied for that will 

allow for activities such as a “food fair” or similar events to be undertaken at the Village Hall – the 

current kitchen is unable to support such activities. 

 

The village held a very successful Music & Arts Festival (Concerts, gigs, exhibitions, etc.), 

medieval themed Fair & Banquet at the end of September to mark the 700th. Anniversary of the 

granting of the Winteringham Charter that brought a considerable number of visitors into the 

village. 

 

We have also received an enquiry from a company called “TrailTale”; this company provides 

information about places of interest in the form of a mobile phone App that may be downloaded 

freely by visitors. The company has asked us if we would like to participate in providing 

information to them for their facility. The parish could provide this information and, using existing 

footpaths, provide a trail around the village for visitors to walk around. To give this proposed trail 

an historic context, it could be named after Sir John Marmion (i.e. the Baron of Winteringham at the 

time of King Edward II), this “Marmion” trail could have small shield signs placed along the trail’s 

route indicating the places of interest within the Parish and include web addresses and/or a QR code 

for each point of interest along the trail. Provision for the development of this App will be included 

in the funding bid shown below. 

 

Following discussions with the EU funding manager, there is an opportunity for the Parish Council 

to pursue a Priority 4 funding bid in the next round (December 2017) for some of these 

infrastructure improvements (e.g. pay for the improved path signage, etc.). Consequently, an 

“Expression of Interest” will be prepared in October. This document will then be discussed at the 

November Parish Council meeting and submitted by the December deadline (5th.). 

 

Medium Term Developments 

 

A Priority 3 (Rural Tourism) funding bid will be prepared centred on providing a “tourist 

information point” that could be built on the side of the Village Hall. The bidding process allows for 
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such a submission, but it will be necessary for the appropriate architectural plans to be drawn up 

and for full planning permission to be granted before the application may be made. This “tourist 

information point” would have a separate entrance to the village hall and could be isolated from the 

other activities being undertaken in the Hall. It is envisaged that this information point would be 

like Brigg’s Buttercross centre and will provide information about the village, its activities, parish 

paths and trails (it could be a ‘point of interest’ on the trail as envisaged above) and the wider 

surrounding area. It should be possible too to incorporate a small ‘café’ style area within the design 

with snack style vending and a coffee machines for self-service within the area and (perhaps) an 

ATM (although the security of this facility would need to be considered carefully). Such a 

development could provide a further income stream that may generate enough return to allow for 

the employment of an assistant (even if only part time) to look after the information centre. One of 

the principle objectives of the EU funding is to provide for local employment opportunities so a bid 

is more likely to succeed if this is recognised in the application, the appropriate cost/benefit 

calculations will be necessary when the funding bid is finalised. 

 

In addition, there is nothing within the application documents to indicate that an extension to the 

Village Hall site should be exclusively for this purpose so when the design is considered there may 

also be opportunities to incorporate further extensions within the overall scheme. The Village Hall 

could do with incorporating some office space and/or a proper meeting room (which could be hired 

out to local businesses/groups to use), the siting of the store and toilet block (and their 

improvement) could also be considered within the redesign too. 

 

Following the success of the Winteringham Festival & Fair this year, it should be possible to make 

an application for future funding under the EU Leader Priority 5 stream (Culture and Heritage) – 

this year’s Festival funding was from the Big Lottery Celebrate fund and it would be unlikely that 

we could pursue a further application from this fund for this coming year. Once the theme for next 

year’s Festival is decided it should be possible to prepare a suitable funding bid. However, the legal 

structure of the organisation making the application needs to be considered, the current Festival 

Committee is a community group (i.e. a group of interested individuals) and for the proposed 

funding bid it will be necessary to convert the organisation to be either a charity or a social 

enterprise (e.g. a Community Interest Company) as these forms of organisation are ‘legal entities’ 

i.e. they are regarded as a ‘person’ that exists separate to the individuals supporting their activities. 

The actual form that the Festival committee will need to convert to will need to be considered by 

the committee shortly. 

 

Longer Term Developments  

 

A phase 2 plan should be pulled together to consider the future of the Village Hall. In some respects, 

the hall is too small to host larger events, as was found at the recent medieval themed banquet, the 

hall could only accommodate 60 covers whereas seating for at least three times as many people 

would have been appropriate and help generate additional income for the hall. Similarly, to 

accommodate wedding parties the hall could do to be bigger and should be more flexible in being 

able to cordon off different areas to be able to handle such events. Similarly, when staging is 

installed the hall can appear to be cramped for the people attending. Better use of the existing space 

and the surrounding areas needs to be considered in any plan that may be developed to extend the 

hall for future use by the community, some of the surrounding space is not well utilised (e.g. the 

bowling green) and may be better employed (e.g. a community garden or outdoor concert space or 

both) in a more comprehensive redesign of the area. Once a plan has been pulled together it may 

then be appropriate to prepare a bid under the EU Growth fund for a larger scale project; this allows 

for matched funding for bids up to 200,000 euros but it will be necessary to find the initial funds for 
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matching purposes. A renewed Village Hall that could handle larger events, Fair & Festival 

activities should also help attract more visitors to the area. 

 

Nationally, a coastal pathway is being developed and it may be possible to incorporate the Humber 

bank as part of this scheme, within North Lincolnshire a path incorporating the Humber bank and 

the river Ancholme towards Brigg has also been mooted and some discussion with interested parties 

(such as the Environment Agency) about how the flood protection schemes at South Ferriby may 

affect this. 

  

There appear to be many bird watchers who stop near to Reed’s island to observe the wildlife so in 

the longer term perhaps we should look at whether it would be feasible to provide a suitable hide 

near to the island to accommodate these watchers, provision of car parking for such activities would 

need to be considered. 

 

Your own ideas 

 

This discussion document has been prepared to outline some ideas concerning encouraging rural 

tourism to the area to help the economy of the village and support local businesses that already have 

a stake in encouraging visitors to the area. This is not an attempt to change the nature of the village 

or encourage inappropriate developments. Your own ideas about the approach that has been put 

forward in this document are to be welcomed before the funding bids are finalised. Please sent me 

any comments you may have about this document and its content to the e-mail address shown 

below:  

 

 

stephen.foston@winteringham-pc.gov.uk 

 

24th. October 2017 
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