CEMEX South Ferriby Plant Remembers...

CEMEX’s very own pillbox from WWII
With the approach of VE day South Ferriby Cement plant has once more uncovered the WWII
pillbox that nestles just in front of the plant. This has been covered in vegetation for many
years, but longstanding residents may remember how it appeared over 30 years ago (see
photograph below).
The ‘Pillbox’ gained its name from its shape which was a reminder of the Victorian boxes used to
store pills.

Arrangement inside a type 22 pillbox

Pillboxes were first used to defend sites in WWI. They started to appear all around the coast in
1940 following the outbreak of WWII in September 1939. Approximately 18,000 were built to defend
the coast from invasion. CEMEX’s pillbox is an increasingly rare survivor. It has been possible to
research its history with the help of the Pillbox Study Group, and local residents.

Victorian pillbox

The first cement plant was constructed on the site by Eastwood Cement Company Ltd in 1938. The pillbox is constructed from
concrete and it is easy to speculate where the cement probably came from. It is a Type 22 box, and thought to have been built
between May and August 1942.
The pillbox was part of a series of defences to protect against invasion via the Humber Estuary. The box close to Ferriby Sluice
defended the bridge over the River Ancholme. The bridge was packed with explosives, and was a key asset as it represented the
only crossing of the Ancholme north of Brigg. The detonator for the explosives was located in the manned pillbox.
Type 22 Pillbox - Key Facts
Official designation:
Shape:
Wall thickness: 12-24in – ours:
Internal measurement (diameter):
No. of rifle loops:
Blast wall used to protect entrance:

The pillbox in 2020

The pillbox over 30 years ago
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The box is designed for use
by riflemen. The loopholes are
shaped for maximum visibility
and allow the rifle a wide field
of fire. The pillbox is designed
to withstand small arms fire and
attack by mortar bombs.

Manning the pillbox...
It is likely that the pillbox was manned by
the 59th (Staffordshire) Infantry Division
T.A. assigned to Northern Command.
The Home Guard in South Ferriby was
also involved in manning the box possibly in conjunction with the 59th, or
when they were not available.
Dave Mouncey, who was born in South
Ferriby, recalls his father, John Darwin
Mouncey, talking about being on duty in
the box.

Home Guard South Ferriby 1943

John Darwin Mouncey

Darwin worked in Leggott’s
Quarry, producing stone for
riverbanks, docks etc. This was
a reserve occupation which
meant that Darwin carried on
with his normal work, as well
as being a member of the
Home Guard.
Parties took
place all over the
country for VE
day 1945, led by
the Royal Family
and Churchill
on the balcony
of Buckingham
Palace.
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